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Fire Safety in the WorkplaceFire Safety in the WorkplaceSHE PROGRAM SELFSHE PROGRAM SELF--
ASSESSMENT ASSESSMENT 

The self-assessment process 
will assist each work area in 
assuring that all employee 
protection measures 
mandated by OSHA and SHE 
Program directives are in 
place and functioning as 
intended. Supervisors are 
encouraged to print copies of 
the checklists that apply to 
their work areas and 
operations, distribute them 
to employees, and obtain 
employee input on the 
implementation status of the 
various requirements. Your 
team may be able to take 
advantage of the stand-down 
to complete needed 
corrective actions they 
identified. All supervisors 
are requested to complete 
the assessment, and submit 
their responses on the 
Supervisor Safety Web Page, 
by November 2, 2001. Learn 
more by visiting 
http://msfcsma3.msfc.nasa.g
ov/she/slf_assess/. 

Fir e s afe ty is imp ort ant  bu sin ess . A cco rdi ng to Na t ion al Sa f ety  Co unc il fig ure s, 
los ses  du e t o w ork pla ce fir es in 199 1 t ota led $2.2 bi l lio n. Of  the  4, 200  pe rso ns wh o  
los t t hei r l ive s d ue to fir es in 199 1, the  Natio nal  Sa fet y Cou n cil  es ti m ate s 3 27 wer e 
wo rkplac e d eat hs.  Fi res  an d b urn s a cco unt ed for  3 . 3 p ercen t  of  al l o ccu pat ion al 
fat ali tie s. 
Th ere  is a lon g a nd tra gic hi sto ry of wor kpl ace fi res  in this cou ntr y. On e  of  th e m ost  
n ota ble  w a s t he fir e a t t he Tri angle Shi rtw ais t F act ory  in  Ne w Y ork  Ci ty in 191 1 i n 
which  ne arl y 1 50 wo m en and yo ung  gi rls  di ed bec aus e o f l ock ed fir e e xit s a nd 
ina deq uat e f ire  ex tin gui shi ng sys tems. 
Hi sto ry rep eat ed its elf  se ver al yea rs ago in th e f ire  in Haml e t, Nor th Car oli na,  wh ere  
2 5 w ork ers  di ed in a f ire  in  a pou ltr y p roc ess ing  pl ant . I t a ppe ars  th at her e, too, t her e 
we r e p roblems w ith  fi re exi ts and extin gui shi ng sys tem s. 
Wh en OSH A c ond uct s w ork pla ce ins pec tio ns,  it  ch eck s to s ee whe the r e mpl oye rs 
ar e  co mpl yin g w ith OS HA sta nda rds  fo r f ire sa fet y. 
OS HA sta nda rds  re qui re employ ers  to  pr ovi de pro per  exits , f ire  fi ght ing  eq uip me n t, 
an d e mpl oye e t rai nin g t o p rev ent  fi re dea ths  an d i nju rie s in t he wor kpl ace.
Re f er to you r o rga niz ati ons  sa fet y p lan an d e vac uat ion  rout e s t oa ssu re fir e s afe ty at 
wo rk.

Apartment SecurityApartment Security
Most Neighborhood Watch programs take root in areas with single-family homes. But 
any victims of burglaries and other types of crimes live in apartments. Police say 
apartment dwellers are far less likely to organize against crime than people who live in 
houses. But that is slowly changing. Here are some tips for creating a safer community 
in your apartment complex:

v Start an Apartment Watch. Just like Neighborhood Watch,  members of an 
Ap a rtm ent  Watch  le arn ho w t o m ake th eir  ho me s  mo re sec ure, w atc ho ut for  
e ach ot her an d r epo rt cri me and su spi cio us act ivi tie s t o the  pol ice. 

v Help arr ang e w ith  polic e f or apa rtm ent  se cur ity  su rve ys.         
v Or ganize pa trols to wal k a rou nd the  ap art me n t c omplex  an d a ler t p oli ce to cri me 

an d  su spi cio us act ivi tie s. Don 't for get  to patrol p ark ing lots,  st air way s, lau ndr y 
roo ms  and pl ayg rou nds . 

v Pu bli sh a n ews let ter  th at rep ort s l oca l c rim e n ews , r eco gn i zes  Ap art me n t W atc h 
captains and highlights community activities. 

v O rga niz e a  re cep tio n i n t he lob by of you r b uil din g o r a  co oko ut on com mo n  
pro pe r ty so nei ghb ors  ca n g et to kno w o ne ano the r. 

v Keep pressure on management to make sure it provides adequate security. 
v Check the complex on a regular basis for problems such as burned-out lightbulbs, 

da rk cor rid ors , u ncolle cte d t ras h o r b rok en loc ks on mai lbo xes  an d d oor s. Rep or t  
p roblems t o t he bu i ldi ng man age r. 

v Organize meetings to brainstorm how you can help each other, such as starting an 
es cor t s erv ice  fo r t he eld erl y o r a fte r-s cho ol car e f or chi ldr en.

INFORMATION ON 
ANTHRAX FROM THE 
CENTER OF DISEASE 
CONTROL: Find current 
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